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SUBJ: FRENCH INFORMED ABOUT SECURITY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
REP: YAOUNDE 928 (NOTAL) 

1. SINCE ADMINISTRATION'S SECURITY ASSISTANCE PROPOSALS WERE MADE 
PUBLIC MARCH 2 (CARRIED BY SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO) AND I HAD INFORMED 
GURC OF LEVEL OF ASSISTANCE, I INSTRUCTED DCM TO ENLIGHTEN 
FRENCH EMBASSY. 

2. MARCH 5 DCM SAW JACQUES NEGRE, FIRST COUNSELOR, AND COL. 

LA MORT, DEFENSE ATTACHE. DCM TOLD THEM THAT AMERICAN AMBASSADOR 
HAS ASKED HIM TO INFORM THEM THAT PRESIDENT CARTER HAD PROPOSED 
TO CONGRESS A $5 MILLION FMS PROGRAM TO ASSIST GURC IN ACQUIRING 
THE NECESSARY MILITARY EQUIPMENT TO MEET THEIR PERCEIVED 
SECURITY NEEDS DUE TO NEIGHBORING UNSTABLE AND ERRATIC 
GOVERNMENTS. POINT WAS MADE THAT THIS WAS NOT AN EPFORT TO 
REPLACE FEENCH, BUT TO RESPOND FAVORABLY TO A REQUEST BY A 
MUTUALLY FRIENDLY COUNTRY. IT WAS EXPLAINED THAT FMS WOULD BE 
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USED TO PURCHASE ARC'S WHICH HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN PURCHASED 
FROM COMMERCIAL SOURCES AND TO STANDARDIZE ON M-16 RIPLES. 

COL. LA MORT SAID THAT HE KNEW GURC WANTED ADDITIONAL ARC'S 
AND HAD PROJECTED STANDARDIZATION ON M-16. HE OBSERVED THAT 
THE MILITARY HAD BEEN TRYING TO PUT TOGETHER A BUDGET SINCE 
LAST OCTOBER AND THEY HAD A SHOPPING LIST CONSIDERABLY IN EXCESS 
OF THEIR BUDGET LIMITATIONS. HE ASKED IP GURC HAD MADE ANY 
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ADDITIONAL REQUESTS AND DCM SAID THEY HAD INQUIRED ABOUT 
TIGHTER AIRCRAET BUT, BECAUSE OE EXPENSE, HAD BEEN DISCOURAGED 
EROM PURSUING REQUEST (OTHER ITEMS ON ORIGINAL GURC LIST NOT 
MENTIONED). DCM INQUIRED IF GURC HAD REQUESTED ADDITIONAL 
ASSISTANCE FROM FRENCH OR ANY OTHER COUNTRY. LA MORT RESPONDED 
IN THE NEGATIVE ON BOTH COUNTS. 

3. NEGRE COMMENTED THAT GURC QUITE WORRIED ABOUT COMMUNIST 
INFLUENCE EQUATORIAL GUINEA AND RECENT DELIVERY SOVIET ARMS 
CHAD. HE PERSONALLY AND FRENCH GOVERNMENT THOUGHT GURC OVER- 
REACTING AND THAT THERE REALLY NO DANGER. DCM AGREED, BUT SAID 
PRESENT MODEST PROGRAM SHOULD HELP REASSURE GURC THAT THEY 
ARE NOT IN ISOLATED POSITION, ABANDONED BY THEIR FRIENDS. 

4. LA MORT ASKED IF GURC KNEW WE INFORMING FRENCH AND DCM 
RESPONDED IN NEGATIVE. FRENCH EMBASSY BEING INFORMED BECAUSE 
AMBASSADOR THOUGHT THEY SHOULD KNOW IN VIEW THEIR HOSTORIC 
ROLE AND COMMON CONCERN OF BOTH COUNTRIES ABOUT CAMEROON. 

DCM OBSERVED THAT IT WAS FRENCH AMBASSADOR WHO HAD INFORMED HIM 
OF GURC'S REQUEST FOR ASSESSMENT OF SOVIET AIMS IN CENTRAL 
AFRICA. 

5. COMMENT: BOTH NEGRE AND LA MORT APPEARED GENUINELY 
APPRECIATIVE OF BEING INFORMED. DCM DID NOT REVEAL THAT REQUEST 
HAD BEEN IN WORKS SINCE JULY 5 AND THEY OBVIOUSLY ASSUMED THAT 
IT HAD BEEN MADE RECENTLY. THEY HAVE ALSO NOT BEEN TOLD THAT 
THIS MAY BE MORE THAN A ONE- YEAR PROGRAM. HOWEVER, THEY WERE 
GRATEFUL TO HAVE THIS INFORMATION WHICH WAS ALREADY IN PUBLIC 
DOMAIN. OBVIOUSLY, FRENCH EMBASSY WASHINGTON DID NOT THINK 
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THIS MATTER OF SUFFICIENT IMPORTANCE TO REPORT FORWARD. 

SPIRO 
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